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        Mailed September 13, 2018

Dear Faithful Parishioners,

During a springtime conversation with the vestry, our Facilities Committee presented the 
need for some serious repairs around our church. The two words no one ever wants to hear 
when it comes to work that needs to be done – “roof” and “plumbing” – were discerned as the 
top priorities. While my initial reaction was not enthusiasm at the prospect of undergoing the 
construction and launching into the need to raise funds, my subsequent reaction, and the one 
that has continued through the different stages of construction, is a deep sense of gratitude. 

At St. Michael’s, we are blessed with people who have the skills to evaluate the needs of our 
building and the passion to keep it in good shape so that we can continue to do everything 
we do as a community. I am also grateful that my anxiety about it all quickly dissipated when 
I thought about St. Michael’s as our church family and the facilities as our spiritual home. I 
realized that taking care of our spiritual home is a collective responsibility of our church fam-
ily and one that we can joyfully take on.

We are committed to being responsible and generous stewards of our building space. Looking 
into the future, and seeking to lessen our footprint on the planet, we are preparing to install 
solar panels. A dedicated group of individuals volunteer every week to repair, clean, garden, 
and make our property safe. Hundreds, and sometimes close to a thousand people come 
through our building every single week. As a church family, we eat together, pray and sing to-
gether, do acts of service, gather in small groups, read, meditate and care for one another. Our 
doors are open to a variety of other groups that do the same. What we do is made possible by 
the care of our home. 

I am asking that, as members of this beautiful church family, we each contribute to the need at 
hand. As with any family, there are some who are able to give more than others; but we can all 
stretch to make this possible. On Sunday, September 16, the Facilities Committee and I will host 
a Forum to share more details about this project and how you can help. Then as we celebrate the 
Feast of St. Michael & All Angels on Sunday, September 30, I will ask everyone to bring up their 
gifts towards keeping the roof above our heads and the plumbing flowing below our feet. 

Thank you for your attention to this important work. It gives me great joy to know how the 
care of our spiritual home makes the care of our church family possible. 

Faithfully,

Rev. Chris Craun + 
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Your Prayers are asked . . . 
 + for healing and comfort for 

Lucretia Gardner, Dick 
Huneke, Caroline Litzen-
berger, Scout Mauldin, 
Sheri O’Brien, Katie Re-
itel, Alice Scannell & Bob 
Tongue.

 + in thanksgiving for the birth of Cooper Nelson 
Bowan on July 23, and for his parents Becky & 
Tom Bowan and brother Austin.  

 + in thanksgiving for the weddings of Elise Robbins 
& Jedediah Smith on July 14; Erica Parkinson & 
Scott Jackson on July 28; Meg Roland & Thomas 
Weth on August 4; and Cynthia Sánchez & Angel 
Lorenzo on August 11.          

 + in thanksgiving for the baptisms of Christopher 
Pulido Zárate on June 23; June Opal Robar and 
Sebastian Armando Morales on July 1; Amoni, 
Antwan, Ariana y Amir Barajas on July 21; 
Madeline Lea Bernatz on August 26; and Carlos 
Javier y Analiya Ku López on September 1.

 + in thanksgiving for the XV Años on June 23 of Sofía 
Ganell Alvarado Martínez; on July 7 of Yesenia 
García Zurita; on August 18 of Alondra García; 
and on August 25 of Sonia Juárez Olivares.             

Vestry Report

As the fog surrounded us on the Sunday morning of Church 
Camp, Chris+ asked us to reflect on changing times. For me, 
it meant that with the end of camp came the end of summer 
and that fall was on its way. My daughter Lucy started back 
to school yesterday, and next week the fall soccer season will 
start. The choirs and Choristers are preparing to bless us with 
their gifts as we begin the liturgical church cycle again. Many 
ministries are resuming in September, and Taizé services and 
Godly Play will resume in October. 

I always find comfort in knowing 
that I belong to such a loving and 
caring family at St. Michaels. As 
each year comes and goes, the rela-
tionships and bonds of our family 
grow deeper and stronger. I am also 
beginning to feel a little sad with 
the realization that my term on the 
vestry and as your senior warden 
will be coming to an end soon. I 
am so grateful and blessed to have had the opportunity to 
serve our family. I am so amazed at the strong leadership that 
surrounds and supports us. 

I am particularly thankful for the all the members of the Fa-
cilities Committee. They accepted a huge challenge in taking 
on plumbing and roofing projects this year. It is so important 
to me and this family that we have a warm and safe place to 
call our home and to do God’s work. As with taking care of 
any home, there always is a cost. We will soon be asked to 
step up as members of this family to share in the burden of 
these projects. As the Senior Warden of the Vestry, I invite 
you follow your heart and give to our home and family. I am 
certainly looking forward to the next few months and am so 
excited for our future.

In service together,

— Tim Shields, Senior Warden

Greetings from your  
Seminarian/Deacon

I am feeling what I’m guessing many of 
you are feeling: Where did the summer 
go? I know where some of my summer 
went – it went to summer school and 
the six papers I had to write. And here 
I am, back at CDSP, ready to start the 
fall semester, where I will be steeped in theology, including 
courses in Theology, Radical Ethics and the Sacramental 
Theology of Liturgics. 

Today, my first day of the semester, I have learned that Theol-
ogy is essentially “talk about God.” While that may seem 
obvious or even elementary, I have come to understand that 
how we talk about God, and how we imagine God, has a 
great deal to do with how we form our theology. I grew up 
in a faith tradition that described God as someone who was 
judging my every move. There were long lists of do’s and 
don’ts to go along with that autocratic image, leaving some 
people “in” and some “out.” 

Thank goodness I found my way to the Episcopal Church. It 
is here that I discovered a new image of God and was intro-

duced to what theologian Ralph McMichael describes as “the 
vocation of Anglican theology, which is to bring people into 
the presence of God, and then see what happens.” For me, 
what happened was I found a sense of “beloved-ness” and 
“belonging-ness” that had been missing in my life for so long. 
What a gift – a gift I want to share with others and is cer-
tainly part of what inspires my call to the priesthood. 

So, off I go to this new semester. In the meantime, know 
that I keep you all in my prayers. I hope to visit once I am 
through with school and get on the other side of the GOE’s. 

Blessings and peace,

— Dcn. Bonnie Stewart
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Building Improvement Projects 
Plumbing Project

The goals of our 2018 plumbing project are to eliminate and 
prevent leaks and blockages, increase water pressure through-
out the building and improve hot-water delivery to the 
sacristy, kitchen and restroom sinks. This complex, $75,000 
project involves bringing in a new, larger water line to serve 
the entire building to replace one old line that has deterio-
rated and leaked and another that is undersized. We are 
also replacing most of the interior supply plumbing, some of 
which dates from 1937, as well as replacing the waste plumb-
ing from the kitchen and pantry. Included in this part of the 
project is the installation of two new water heaters, the larger 
one being a very high-efficiency model. 

A necessary part of this work is to abate and remediate 
hazardous materials including asbestos, lead paint and mold. 
In addition to the abatement work needed to access and 
make room for piping, we are also repairing and sealing the 
asbestos-containing insulation for the boiler and some of the 
steam piping. 

To access the kitchen area plumbing and eliminate mold, the 
entire choir room sheetrock and acoustical tile ceiling was re-
moved and the wood framing treated to eliminate any remain-
ing mold and prevent it from returning. In addition to a new 
choir room ceiling, we are taking this opportunity to refresh 
the choir room by adding new lighting, as well as a new floor. 
Unbeknown to many in the community, this large room has 
been mostly unusable for several years due to mold residue, and 
there have been multiple large and damaging leaks from the 
kitchen pipes. To be able to reclaim this room for use by our 
choirs and others will be very rewarding.

The plumbing project began on July 23 and almost imme-
diately we experienced our first delay due to building condi-
tions. Our building was constructed as three buildings (1923, 
1937 & 1953) and has been remodeled several times, and 
some of the mechanical connections are complicated.

Other delays have been caused by the extremely busy Port-
land building trades. However, the plumbing work should be 
complete in the next week or two, with the final choir room 
work and wall repair following as quickly as possible.

We have been greatly assisted in this project by our consul-
tants and contractors, and we are thankful for their skilled 
and competent work. In addition to these professionals, there 
are several unsung (and unpaid) heroes of this project, espe-
cially members of the Facilities Committee, including Cliff 
Fairley, Steve Flagg, Jack Harper, Laura Nichols, Bob Spiers 
and  Kevin Warren.

— Bob Spiers for the Facilities Committee

Roofing Project

Our St. Michael & All Angels roofing project began on Au-
gust 13 with a projected finish time of three weeks. As of this 
writing, September 4, roofing is 95% completed.

This ambitious, $73,000 venture replaces significantly de-
teriorated layers of shingles and wood substrate. Above the 
Nave, for instance, this required removal of asphalt shingles 
layered over original wood shingles and then application 
of one-half inch plywood before new roofing. Records and 
memories were searched, and all of these affected sections 
were last roofed more than thirty years ago.

Re-roofed were the north side of the Nave, the west-facing 
1988 remodel (upstairs, dormers, entryway and St. Michael 
window roof), the south and north sides of the Nativity Hall 
(includes west-most roofs), and a nearly invisible roof above 
the north organ pipe room (north side of Nave).

With completion of this 2018 work, the roofs of our parish 
buildings will last 30 years or more.

— Jack Harper, Chair, Facilities Committee.  

Lawsuit Update

As many of you know, last year St. Michael’s was named in a 
lawsuit alleging that in the 1960s the plaintiff had sustained 
sexual abuse by a choir director employed by St. Michael’s. 
Subsequently, the plaintiff dismissed that lawsuit against St. 
Michael’s, although the dismissal allowed the plaintiff to re-
file his lawsuit in the future if he chose to do so.

Recently, St. Michael’s has entered into a confidential settle-
ment with the plaintiff so that the plaintiff can no longer 
file any lawsuit against the parish. This allows the parish to 
secure finality in this matter.

In the early 1960s, the plaintiff and several members of 
his family attended St. Michaels and were confirmed at St. 

Michael’s. No current member of the parish has any personal 
knowledge regarding the events described by plaintiff in his 
complaint, but we have no reason to believe those events did 
not occur.

For many years now, St. Michael’s has had many safeguards 
in place to prevent abuse and to protect our children.

— Rector Chris Craun
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Fall Music at St. Michael’s

The choir season has begun, but it’s not too late to join in 
the fun! The St. Michael’s Singers sing every Sunday at 9:00 
and/or 11:00 am, September through June. They rehearse 
Wednesdays from 7:00 to 9:00 pm, learning a wide variety of 
repertoire, from Renaissance motets through gospel spirituals 
and newly composed works. 

For those who don’t have time for a weekly commitment but 
who love to sing, the Saints & Singers Choir rehearses one 
Thursday evening a month and sings at the 11:00 am service 
on the (usually) first Sunday of every month, concentrating 
on mainly folk styles and spirituals. 

The St. Michael’s Choristers are for youth in grades 3-12, re-
hearsing, eating together, and singing Evensong every Wednes-
day 4:45 to 7:00 pm, and singing one Sunday per month at the 
9:00 or 11:00 am service with one of the adult choirs. 

Please contact Music Director & Organist Hannah Brewer 
or Choir Director Brian Fairbanks if you or your child are 
interested in joining one of the above choirs. We’d be very 
happy to have you and can send you the full choir schedule 
for the season.

Some upcoming musical dates:

Saturday, September 29, at 3:00 pm - Divine Musick: Songs 
from Playford’s Harmonia Sacra. Emma Mildred Riggle, 
soprano, and Hannah Brewer, keyboardist, present a recital of 
music from the English Baroque with works by Henry Pur-
cell, William Croft and Pelham Humfrey, as well as English 
keyboard works from the 17th and 18th centuries. The sug-
gested donation is $10-15, but all are welcome and invited to 
the English tea/reception following the concert. The recital is 
also being offered on Friday, September 28, at 7:00 pm at As-
cension Episcopal Parish (1823 SW Spring Street, Portland).

Sunday, November 11, at 6:00 pm - Choral Evensong in 
honor of Veterans’ Day/Remembrance Day, presented by the 
St. Michael’s Singers. This special traditional service, which 
lasts about an hour, will feature C.V. Stanford’s Magnificat & 
Nunc dimittis in C, Stephen Paulus’ The Road Home, Victo-
ria’s O quam gloriosum and the moving In Flanders’ Fields by 
Alexander Tilley.

Wednesday, October 31, at 6:00 or 6:30 pm (tbd) - Hal-
loween Organ Spooktacular. Details to follow. Wear a cos-
tume! This event is especially geared toward adults.

Saturday, December 22, at 7:00 pm - Advent service of 
Lessons & Carols featuring the St. Michael’s Singers AND 
Choristers. This beautiful service features Advent and Christ-
mas hymns and readings with choral anthems such as Harold 
Darke’s classic In the bleak midwinter, Victoria’s O magnum 
mysterium, arrangements of What’cha gonna call the pretty 
little baby, Jesus Christ the apple tree, and Of the Father’s love 
begotten, among others.

Friday & Saturday, March 1-2, 
2019 - Broadway Night music 
fundraiser. We need more money 
to support our choirs and music 
program at St. Michael’s, and you 
want entertainment....so, welcome 
to Broadway Night! Full of rousing 
musical theater numbers, with James 
as emcee, choir members in skimpy 
outfits, drag performers, outstanding 
soloists, food and wine, laughter and 
tears, and a promised duet featuring Chris Craun and James 
Joiner. It’s the highlight of the season, so save the date now 
and plan on getting your tickets in January.

— Hannah Brewer, Organist & Music Director

Taizé Prayers Resume
 Monday, October 8, at 7:00 pm in the church 

...the Taizé service is a lovely little place of refreshment.

...the feeling of sanctuary — of being in a place of safety and 
peace, apart from and yet very much a part of this tumultuous 
world — is a gift.

...Taizé means quiet contemplation; it means chants bringing 
us together; it means prayers and readings. Taizé means a cen-
tering time. Taizé brings me closer to God.

These three voices of Taizé participants are invitations to you to 
come and share in the joys of this monthly offering of a prayer 
time in the style of the Taizé Community Brothers of France.

On October 8 (and on the second Monday of each month), 
our Taizé Prayer Service is offered at 7:00 pm in the Nave of 
St Michael & All Angels. Members of our parish family, as 
well as other ecumenical neighbors and often people search-
ing for hope, join in the simplicity of the gathering. The 
Prayers have been offered here in our parish for 10 years. This 
is an invitation for you to join in.

If you would like to learn more, a special presentation at the 
Forum on Sunday, October 7, will offer information about 
the Prayers and how we pray and are present in this worship. 
We’ll share information about the 75-year-old ecumenical Taizé 
Community which created this prayer form. You will hear from 
some people who have shared in the Taizé Prayers and what 
they have meant to them. And we’ll sing some Taizé chants!

None of us need just one more thing to do, but the Taizé Prayers 
can help to focus and bring new meaning in our lives. Many 
of you have expressed a desire for some quiet time and space in 
your busy lives. The Taizé Prayers is such an opportunity. 

—The Taizé Prayer Team
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The Joyful News 
Children & Families Ministry –  
Welcoming the Child!

St. Michael’s loves children and the families who care for them! 
Please join the ever-expanding circle of  friends who gather 
throughout the year to make music, dance, pray, learn and give 
thanks for all the gifts we share in the life we find together in 
Christ. We look forward to a wonderful year with you!

Godly Play classes for children in Pre-K through 5th grade 
are located on the lower level. Classes begin on Sunday, Oc-
tober 7. Classes are from 10:10 – 10:55 am, and new students 
are always welcome!

Questions about baptism or any of the ministries for children 
and families at St. Michael’s? Please contact Leslie Sackett, 
leslies@stmaa.org. 

September

Sunday, September 16: Back-to-school & backpack blessing 
at 10:30 am; refreshments to follow

Saturday, September 22: Saturday night potluck dinner 
from 5:00 to 7:00 pm for all families with children

Sunday, September 23: Music Makers Class at 10:15 am in 
the lower level in front of the big mural

Sunday, September 30: St. Michael’s Day celebration with 
baptisms, followed by receptions in Parish & Nativity Halls

October

Saturday, October 6: St. Francis Day celebration and Bless-
ing of the Animals at 4:00 pm

Sunday, October 7: Godly Play at 10:10 am - The Story of 
Creation

Sunday, October 14: Godly Play at 10:10 am – The Flood & 
the Ark

Saturday, October 20: Music Makers & Family Worship 
service & potluck dinner at 4:30 pm

Sunday, October 21: Godly Play at 10:10 am – The Great 
Family

Sunday, October 28: Godly Play at 10:10 am – The Exodus

— Leslie Sackett, Ministry for Children & Families

Mission Trip Highlights

Early in the morning of Sunday, August 5, 12 youth and four 
adults climbed into two vans to drive 15 hours to the Bay 
Area. As we arrived at the Life Learning Academy on Trea-
sure Island, we were all wondering what we gotten ourselves 
into. But for five days, we all worked hard and played hard. 

As we learned throughout the week, Life Learning Academy 
is a public charter high school serving low-income and at-risk 
youth of the area. This is a place where students come when 
they’ve possibly exhausted all other chances of earning a high 
school education. At the Academy, they receive an education 
like no other. They cultivate a giant garden where they grow 
and sell vegetables, and they learn culinary skills in the state-
of-the-art kitchen. And soon they will have the option to live 
in the newly constructed dorm. 

Throughout the week, our crew worked in the garden, har-
vested chamomile flowers to dry for tea, built a permanent 
trellis to grow vines, fixed chairs, shampooed carpets (you 
may have seen Chris on Facebook trying to use the carpet 
brush) and recycled years of paperwork to help bring the 
school up to fire code. We were assisted by Chris’s parents 
Carol Kizziah and Ray Craun, who have been involved with 
this school for over 20 years. 

In our free time, Mick Seidl 
and Jen Street hosted karaoke, 
and we also played card games, 
walked miles in San Francisco 
and attended a Giants game. 
At the end of the trip, we were 
exhausted but had grown much 
closer as a group and had a 
much better appreciation for 
the benefit of a good education 
for all. Thank you for support-
ing the youth of St. Michael’s 
so that we could support the 
community of Life Learning 
Academy.

— Jennifer McBratney for the 
Youth Mission Trip leadership

Team L.I.F.E. Fall Activities

Team L.I.F.E. hopes that you will 
join them for our celebration of St. 
Francis on Saturday, October 6, for 
fun with our extended family (aka 
our pets!). Blessing of the animals, 
a pet talent show, pet photos and 
lots of other fun start at 4:00 pm in 
the courtyard. 

Then, as we enter into our fall season, we are seeking ways to 
foster discussion and deeper our connections to one another 
and to God as we think about abundance, service, healing and 
trust. We have created affinity groups so that people gather 
under similar interests, with a host and a facilitator, to hold 
conversations over a four-week period. Look for the “Reflec-
tions on L.I.F.E.” sign-ups in the Gallery!

— Chris Craun
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Advocacy Action Team

The Advocacy Action team has been busy! Each month, we 
have brought to our Second Sunday Tables items of concern. 
We have asked for your signatures on letters and petitions, 
and you have come through, expressing resounding support 
on our actions. 

We’ve been active in supporting—or opposing—local ballot 
measures. Thanks to your signatures, voters will now have a 
chance to support the Portland Clean Energy Fund in No-
vember. This month, we spoke out against Statewide Measure 
105 which would rescind Oregon’s decision to remain a sanc-
tuary state, and we collected your signatures on a petition 
in support of EMO’s ballot argument against Measure 105, 
which will appear in the Voter Information Booklet. 

Members of the congregation signed a letter to the Portland 
Business Alliance asking them to reconsider their support of 
the Jordan Cove Energy Project in Coos Bay, Oregon. We 
also petitioned City Hall to institute a ban on plastic straws, 
an action the City Council is currently considering (see 
below).

Other actions have included the recent letter to the Secretary 
of the Interior objecting to the weakening of the Endangered 
Species Act; a letter to the Secretary of Commerce urging 
him not to require citizenship status to participate in the 
2020 Census; and several letters of appreciation to our sena-
tors and representatives for their continued support of the 
Dream Act. Additionally, we’ve taken several other actions 
continuing to fight Jordan Cove, and we collected signatures 
on a letter to the Federal Communications Commission pro-
testing the merger of media giants Sinclair and Tribune. 

Your signatures truly make a difference, and we encourage 
you to continue to stop by our Second Sunday Tables to 
make your voice heard. Here are three current and upcoming 
actions which you may already have heard about from the 
pulpit, the General Convention, or in news about Novem-
ber’s ballot:

From the pulpit: Rev. Mark Allen spoke about it on Earth 
Day, and there’s an action you can take to help the City in-
stitute a ban on plastic straws. Portland’s Bureau of Planning 
and Sustainability (BPS) is developing a strategy to reduce 
the use of plastic straws and other single-use plastic service 
items, such as cups, utensils and take-out containers. Learn 
ways to cut your own plastic consumption or give your feedback 
by going to www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/reduceplastics through 
September 15.

On the ballot: Your signatures helped put the Portland 
Clean Energy Fund (PCEF) on the November Ballot. 
The measure will create local funding for renewable energy 
projects while creating living-wage jobs for people who often 
face challenges gaining employment, including minorities 

and people with disabilities. Funding would come from a 1% 
surcharge on large retailers in the Portland area (those with 
gross revenues exceeding $1 billion nationally and $500,000 
in Portland). Watch your bulletin for an October Forum featur-
ing a speaker on this ballot measure.

From the General Convention:  Millions of people living 
in the West Bank and Gaza rely on U.S. and U.N. assistance 
and now face a humanitarian crisis. The Trump Administra-
tion is withholding two years’ worth of funding for aid to 
Palestinians that has already been approved by Congress. 
Without this financial assistance, USAID and the non-gov-
ernmental organizations it supports will be unable to provide 
the economic and humanitarian aid which is helping to keep 
people alive. On October 14, the Advocacy Action Team will 
have a letter to Congressman Earl Blumenauer for parishioners 
to sign asking Congress to release these funds.

— Marili Reilly for Advocacy Action

Solar Notes from the Green Team

As we move into fall and these summer days are behind us, 
we begin to think about the days ahead and what is in store. 
Hopefully, for all of us, summer was a time to get some rest, 
relaxation, and recreation, allowing us to recharge our batter-
ies and develop balance in our lives. 

Reflecting back on the summer days, a lot happened in a 
brief period of time in late July and early August as your 
Green Team worked to supply written information and 
request letters of support, and to compile this information 
and give it to our solar contractor for its completion and final 
submittal of the grant application to Pacific Power. This was 
all accomplished in a timely manner, and the application was 
submitted prior to the deadline of August 17th. Yay! We’re 
very appreciative of the thoughtful letters of support we 
received from many of our building users, including TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sensibly), Al-Anon, Women’s NA (Nar-
cotics Anonymous) and Dances of Universal Peace.

Now we have a rather lengthy waiting period before we learn 
whether or not we have been approved. The time is some-
where between four and six months, so we may not get an 
answer until February of next year. But we feel confident, as 
does our contractor, that we will get good news.

This is an exciting time for St. Michael’s as we continue to 
move toward more sustainable ways of living and conserving 
our natural resources. We thank everyone at St. Michael’s 
who continues to support the efforts to raise the awareness of 
a greener world. We look forward to a positive response from 
Pacific Power and, if so, expect to see the south-facing roof of 
the Nave filled with solar panels by late spring. It will be the 
talk of the season!

— Dan Bagwell, Solar Coordinator/Green Team Member
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Highlighted Ministry: HCAO

What are the health care minis-
tries at St. Michael’s?
The first is a vibrant group of folks 
from the Misa who are involved with 
the Promotores de Salud de la Iglesia 
(Parish Health Promoter Program) 
that in Portland is a component 
of Providence Health & Services’ outreach and education 
program. The volunteers in our church are working to build a 
healthier community through health promotion and leader-
ship training. They are sponsoring events here on September 
23 and October 13, so stay tuned for more information.

The second is a health-care reform effort. In 2015, St. Mi-
chael’s became a member of Health Care for All Oregon 
(HCAO), a coalition of over 120 churches, non-profits, 
unions, political parties and other organizations working 
to establish an equitable, affordable, comprehensive, high-
quality, publicly funded universal health care system serving 
everyone in Oregon and the United States.

Why did St. Michael’s become a member of HCAO?
From a practical standpoint, because the United States is 
the only major industrialized country in the world that does 
not provide health care to all of its citizens, and because the 
experience of these countries and multiple U.S. studies on the 
subject have shown that such a system can provide better care 
for more people at less cost. 

And from a faith perspective, because the Episcopal Church 
nationally resolved in Resolution 2009 D048 at the 76th 
Convention as follows:

“Resolved, That the 76th Convention of The Episcopal 
Church urge passage of federal legislation establishing a 
“single payer” universal health care program which would 
provide health care coverage for all of the people of the 
United States; and be it further…

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church shall work with other 
people of good will to finally and concretely realize the goal 
of universal health care coverage… “;

We joined because Jesus was a healer and sent out his disciples 
to heal. He taught that we, his followers, have a moral re-
sponsibility to care for all our human brothers and sisters, and 
especially the poor and others who don’t have the resources 
or ability to fully care for themselves; and we joined because, 
through our baptismal covenants, we are solemnly bound to 
seek and serve Christ in all people, to love our neighbors as 
ourselves, to strive for justice and peace among all people, and 
to respect the dignity of every human being (BCP pp. 305).

What has St. Michael’s done to advance the goal of uni-
versal healthcare?
Beginning in 2014, we offered Forums, films and other 
information to our and other congregations and to several 

Convocations and sponsored Sunday Brunches. Last year, the 
St. Michael’s HCAO leadership team drafted a Resolution 
that was co-sponsored by the Diocesan Commission on Pov-
erty and Homelessness; Metro East, Southern, Central and 
Columbia Convocations; and Good Samaritan Episcopal and 
our own parish. The resolution passed nearly unanimously at 
the 2017 Oregon Diocesan Convention. 

Briefly, the resolution urged passage of a state law to establish 
a universal health care system that would provide health care 
coverage for all people working or residing in Oregon (“Uni-
versal Health Care”), and provided that the Diocese become 
an organizational member of HCAO. It called for the cre-
ation of a Health Care Task Force to educate, study, provide 
review and gather input from the people and congregations 
of the Diocese; to become parish members of HCAO; and to 
advocate for the passage of legislative and initiative proposals 
to create Universal Health Care in Oregon. 

This year, we again urged Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon 
(EMO) to become a member of HCAO, and they did so.

What are the tasks before us?
We will be supporting the task force by making educational 
presentations to churches in the Diocese. If a law is put 
before the citizens of Oregon in 2020, it will be critical for 
voters to be well-informed about the issues. Many of us are 
alarmed by the efforts being made by the federal government 
to slash funding for health care programs and Social Security. 
Approximately 20 states are promoting state plans such as 
ours to provide access to health care to all of their people. 

How can you get involved?
EDUCATE YOURSELF on the issues by coming to health-
care forums and other community events and by visiting 
hcao.org and peruse the many sources of information under 
the “LEARN” tab. The next Forum will be October 14 at 
10:10 am.

BECOME A MEMBER. An individual membership is $30 
per year, but you can also become a sustaining member –
even at $10 per month, that would be a huge help. When a 
measure is on the ballot, we will need funds to counter the 
millions of dollars that insurance and pharmaceutical compa-
nies will spend in Oregon to defeat it.

SIGN a Faith Statement of Support if you haven’t already. You 
can do that on the HCAO website under the “ACT” tab, in 
the list under Print Resources, or at the Forum on October 14.

VOLUNTEER by signing up on the HCAO website or by 
joining the St. Michael’s HCAO Leadership Team. We meet 
during the day one Monday a month. Contact Jana Gregory 
(971/235-3456 or oregon333@yahoo.com) if you are inter-
ested in either joining the team or by helping with its work 
but are unable to attend a monthly meeting. 

— Jana Gregory
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Please check the bulletin, eblast, www. 
stmaa.org & displays in the Gallery for more 
information about upcoming events.

Calendar Highlights

Sept. 16 Rector’s Forum

Sept. 17, 24 Reclaiming Jesus class concludes 

Sept. 22 Carol Loe memorial service

 Family potluck dinner

Sept. 23 Health Promoters health fair

Sept. 29 Baroque recital with piano & voice 

 Newcomer gathering 

Sept. 30 St. Michael’s Day

Oct. 5 Movie Night

Oct. 6 St. Francis/Team L.I.F.E. event 

Oct. 8 Taizé Prayer Service

Oct. 14 Health care Forum

Oct. 20 Music Makers & Family Worship   

St. Michael & All Angels
Episcopal Church

1704 NE 43rd Avenue
Portland, OR 97213-1402

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Summer Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Closed on Fridays

Next Messenger Deadline
Please note that the next Messenger will be mailed/emailed 
on Thursday, October 18. The deadline for articles is Monday, 
October 8. Articles may be emailed as attachments or in the 
body of an email to gloriao@stmaa.org. Please contact Gloria 
at that address or at 503/284-7141 if you have any questions.  

Palestinian Film Festival

All are invited to Human Rights in the Holy Land – The Rest of 
the Story: A Palestinian Film Festival on October 5-7, 2019, at 
Fifth Avenue Cinema, 510 SW Hall in Portland.

Sponsored and supported by Ecumenical Ministries of Or-
egon (EMO) among many others, the festival is an opportu-
nity to gain insight into the Palestinian struggle in the Holy 
Land. Each afternoon and evening, a short film, a feature 
film and a Q&A discussion are offered. More information 
about all the films may be found at EMO’s website under 
“Coming Events” in October. The cost is a $5 - $10 donation, 
and students are free, though the films are recommended for 
mature teens and adults. Seating is limited.

If you are interested in the human rights crisis in the Holy 
Land, please contact Christine Lentz at 503/708-8165.

— Christine Lentz


