
aint ichael ll ngels

E p i s c o p a l   C h u r c hepiscopal church

Main Office, office@stmaa.org 503/284-7141
Chris Craun, Rector Ext. 312
James Joiner, Associate Rector Ext. 313
Roberto Arciniega, Associate Rector Ext. 316
Bonnie Stewart, Deacon             Ext. 317
Gloria Orellana, Office Administrator Ext. 317

Jackie Van Anda, Bookkeeper Ext. 320
Adam Steele, Music Director Ext. 315
Hannah Brewer, Organist Ext. 315
Leslie Sackett, Associate for Children & Families Ext. 318
David Donnell, Publications            Ext. 314

Contents
Your Prayers . . . . . . . . . 2

Admin Notes. . . . . . . . . . 2

Associate Rector . . . . . . 2

News from the Vestry . 3

Treasurer’s Note . . . . . . 3

CPR/AED Training . . . . . 3

Creating a Vision . . . . . 4

Music at St. Michael’s . . 4

IMIrJ Moves In . . . . . . . . 5

Monday Book Group . . 5

Book Exchange . . . . . . . 5

The Joyful News. . . . . . . 5

Outreach & Justice . . . . 6

Guadalupe Pilgrimage . 6

Advocacy Action . . . . . 6

Rapid Response Update 7

Ongoing Ingatherings 7

Director of VAMOS! . . . 7

Calendar Highlights  . 8

Church Camp  . . . . . . . . 8

        Mailed May 18, 2017

Dear Faithful Parishioners,

CAMP!! You have heard me exclaim it from the pulpit, hopefully you’ve seen the commercial 
on our website, and we have set-up online registration for all. But behind my love and enthu-
siasm for the church camp experience, there is purpose and hope for our weekend together at 
the end of July. 

The idea for church camp was actually written into my sabbatical plan as a culmination to 
our work together through the Faces of Family project. My hope was that after spending 
some time getting to know one another in small groups and by sharing stories of what fam-
ily looked like to us, we would then go to camp to explore what it looks like to be a church 
family. This is still my hope. We are in the middle of one of the most exciting times at St. 
Michael’s since the beginning of my adventure as your rector. We are discerning what God’s 
wildest dream is for us, and we are able to do this work from a healthy, strong, and vibrant 
place. So how can a weekend away at the coast together help us in our journey? 

I am reading Edwin Friedman’s book A Failure of Nerve: Leadership in the Age of the Quick 
Fix. In his chapter entitled Imaginative Gridlock, he writes, “For a fundamental reorientation 
to occur, that spirit of adventure which optimizes serendipity and which enables new percep-
tions beyond the control of our thinking processes must happen first.” Because our vision 
process is not happening to “fix” a problem but rather go deeper into who we are and what 
God is calling us to next, we need time in new environments, with chances to play together 
and learn more about one another. 

We are making every effort we can to make this accessible to everyone who would like to go. 
We also understand that this may not be everyone’s cup of tea. There will be ways in which 
we weave together the experience we share at camp with the experiences others will have that 
same weekend. Church will happen at St. Michael’s that morning for those who cannot at-
tend camp, and we certainly need volunteers for the Community Meal that Saturday. 

Church camp played an integral role in my formation and is a joy that I am excited to share 
with you. Please join us. 

Faithfully, 

Christopher Craun, Rector
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Your Prayers are asked . . . 

 + for healing and comfort for Ray 
Baker, Sallie Bowman, Glenn 
Eaton, Maureen Flynn, Carol 
Loe, Jan Plog, Marlana Stoddard 
Hayes and Bill Wise.

 + for the repose of the soul of Jerry Woodward, who 
died on April 18, and for his daughter, son-in-law and 
grandson Andrea Woodward, Steve Kenitz & Liam 
KenWood.

 + for the repose of the soul of Alice Wagstaff, who died 
on April 20, and her son and daughter-in-law Brian 
Wagstaff & Beth Strasburger.

 + for the repose of the soul of Robert Stewart, who 
died on April 16, and for his daughter and daughter-
in-law Bonnie Stewart & Megan Colwell. 

 + in thanksgiving for Soren James Bosley, who was 
born on April 15, and for his parents Kim & Jessica 
Bosley and brother Rex.

 + in thanksgiving for Angel & Rosio Bacilio, who were 
baptized on Easter Day, and Camilo Alessandro 
Ozuna Lopez, who was baptized on April 22.

 + in thanksgiving for the catechumens who went before 
the bishop on April 30 — Scott Jackson, who was 
confirmed; Erica Parkinson, who was received; and 
Holly Denniston, Nick Page and Cecelia Secor, 
who were reaffirmed — and for their sponsors.

 + in thanksgiving for the confirmations on April 30 
of Andrés de Luna Luevano, Ramón J. de Luna 
Luevano, Kenya Pelayo Ponce, Kimberly Pelayo 
Ponce, Jacqueline Garcia Zurita, Saul Meneses 
Zurita and Yesenia Garcia Zurita; and on May 13 
of Emily Jun Carmen Hayes and Olivia Elaine 
Swartz.  

Associate Rector

Recently, I’ve been thinking about where we make space at 
St. Michael’s to share what’s in our hearts. It seems like this 
would simply be a natural occurrence at a parish like ours, 
and in some ways it is. I see the ways bonds form between 
usher teams, over Altar Guild and flowers, around the break-
fast table on Wednesday mornings, or while bulletins are be-
ing assembled. Oftentimes connections from the heart hap-
pen while our hands are busy with other work. Friendships 
build over time, and when you really need a listening ear, it’s 
easy to find one with the people with whom you’ve already 
shared so many other experiences. Other times, this doesn’t 
always happen so easily in our community. Sometimes people 
find they can go for a significant time in our community 
without meaningful connection to others. It makes sense in 
the disconnected world in which we live, but, of course, a 
church should aim for a higher standard. 

On May 6-7, the staff, vestry and other lay leaders from St. 
Michael’s went through a day-and-a-half long training for 
Dismantling Racism. There were many powerful features of 
this training. For me, one of them was learning in more detail 
how the American housing market of the 1940s and ‘50s was 
legally and institutionally structured to subsidize white neigh-
borhoods while divesting black ones. Another powerful feature 
was being asked to listen to one another without interruption 
or trying to fix something, or really use any words at all. Some 
of us found this awkward at first, but eventually it became 
very powerful. We felt deeply heard without judgment, and we 
found that there was power in that. We were more comfort-
able in ourselves and able to speak from our hearts. 

I want St. Michael’s to be a place where this kind of interaction 
can happen regularly — where we have a community practice 
of deep listening and mutual respect. Through the Forum 
series in Epiphany and Lent, we explored a great intellectual 
connection to our faith. While we’ll certainly have more of 
that kind of learning, I also want to make sure there are venues 
for growing with our hearts. Keep an eye out for a group ses-
sion at Church Camp on how we might begin to practice this 
deep listening more intentionally in our community. Later in 
the summer, we’ll also offer more opportunities to join with 
groups that make opportunity for our theological connections 
to come from the heart as well as the head. And if you’re inter-
ested in helping me develop some of this, let me know!

— James Joiner

Communication at St. Michael’s

Some of you are reading this Messenger on your phone or 
computer, and others are reading a hard copy which you 
received in the mail. We’re happy to accommodate your 
preferences, so please let me know if you would like to receive 
yours differently — especially if you’re receiving a mailed 
copy and you would rather not. You can email me at glo-
riao@stmaa.org or call the church phone at 503/284-7141. 

In addition, if you are not receiving the Thursday Eblast and 
would like to, please let me know that. There are certain lists 
within Constant Contact which we use to communicate with 
various groups within St. Michael’s. As you can imagine, it 
can be quite complicated keeping up with all the changes! If 
you want to remove or add yourself to a particular list (e.g. 
Liturgical Ministers schedule), you can tell me that.  

Finally, I’ll publish — probably in June — an update to the 
2017 directory with changes that have taken place over the 
past few months. If you have recently changed your mailing 
or email address or phone number, please send that informa-
tion to me if you would like it included.

— Gloria Orellana, Associate for Administration
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Treasurer’s Note

Hello, Friends! I’m happy to report some good news from the 
past two months. Although the April financial data hasn’t 
been finalized as I’m writing this, it looks like both March 
and April will see pledge income come in over budget. This 
increased giving, along with the Diocesan Grant that we 
received in March to fund Fr. Beto’s position, helps as we try 
to catch up from the cold and snowy start to the year. Thank 
you for staying current with your 2017 pledges!

From an expense perspective, we were over budget by about 
$7,000 through the end of March. The primary factors con-
tributing to this include high seasonal utilities, boiler repair, 
music expenses, and increased administrative expenses. We 
anticipate all of these expenses to decrease as we enter the 
summer months. Our finance committee will continue to 
monitor every line of our operating budget throughout the 
year.

Thank you for your continued financial support! If you have 
any questions or concerns, please email me at swart.jeffrey@
gmail.com. 

— Jeff Swart

News from the Vestry

The St. Michael’s Vestry has settled in and is getting into a 
groove this year. They have met on a regular monthly basis 
and will continue to do so with the exception of July (camp 
month) this year. As always, our new Vestry Treasurer, Jeff 
Swart, has been keeping us up to date on the budget. He has 
also been busy transferring our banking to Umpqua Bank. 
Our overall financial health seems to be on track with the 
budget.  

The Vestry members met at their annual retreat to bond and 
begin our year together. We have all been tasked to reach out 
to and build relationships with ministry leaders in their areas 
of responsibility. As the year progresses, they will continue to 
reach out, encourage, inspire and support the many minis-
tries at St. Michael’s.  

In March, we approved the recommendation for Nick Page 
to continue in the process of becoming an Episcopal dea-
con. We continued to work on the bank-transfer process and 
approved two Endowment grant requests. These details and 
others can be found in the meeting minutes posted on the 
Vestry bulletin board in the Gallery, located next to the doors 
to the Nativity Hall.

April’s meeting was met with a request and approval for a 
loft play structure in the childcare area. As the number of 
newborns continues to increase, this will be a welcome addi-
tion. The other highlighted activities included supporting the 
Visioning Kickoff and Summer Church Camp.  

At every Vestry meeting, we also build our fellowship to-
gether with prayer and a meal, and we review and approve 
past minutes and financial statements. You can always review 
the latest financial statement on the Vestry bulletin board.

If you have any questions, concerns, comments or especially 
DREAMS, please feel free to reach out to me or any of the 
other Vestry members. Here are their names and areas of 
responsibility and focus:

Junior Wardens:  Deanna Everson - People
      Meg Ruby – Facilities

Parish Clerk:  Jennifer McBratney

Treasurer:  Jeff Swartz

Worship and Music:  Meg Ruby 
            Dora Montes  
                                   Phillip Blomberg

Christian Formation:  Margaret Lillie  
              Andrea Woodward

Parish Life:  Nicolas Meneses  
          Dawn Macready-Santos

Outreach and Justice:  Stuart Weir 
               Gillian Butler 
              Peter Sergienko

— Tim Shields, Senior Warden

CPR/AED Training

At St. Michael’s, just as in your home communities, calling 
911 for medical emergencies is a priority. However, knowing 
when and how to apply effective CPR until help arrives is key 
to saving lives.

St. Michael’s acquired an Automated External Defibrillator, 
or AED, through the gift of a generous donor. You may have 
probably seen these displayed in stores, at events and at the 
airport. St. Michael’s staff will soon be attending a training 
class to learn how to apply the American Heart Association’s 
CPR Guidelines and on when and how to use the AED. 
There is also planning underway to provide resources for 
those who are interested in taking a CPR class. To compile a 
list, we would like to hear from those who have been CPR-
certified but need recertification, and from those interested in 
becoming certified for the first time. 

Whether you have had past CPR training and would like to 
become recertified, or you are interested in becoming certi-
fied for the first time, please send your training needs, name 
and contact information to Karen Oglesby at kaoglesby@
comcast.net or Hjalmer Lofstrom at lenabl6769@gmail.com.

— Hjalmer Lofstrom
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Music at St. Michael’s

There are plenty of music events and performances to get excit-
ed about at St. Michael’s over the next month or two! Here is 
a list to get you started. Please contact me at hannahcbrewer@
gmail.com with any questions about these musical offerings.

Saturday, May 27, at 3:00 pm  
You are warmly invited to a recital, Chansons sur le printemps, 
celebrating springtime and the Romantic and 20th-century 
music of France. My soprano colleague Emma Mildred 
Riggle (director of the music program at Ascension Episcopal 
Church in SW Portland) and I will present this hour-long 
program of lovely works for solo piano, 4-hand piano duets, 
and art songs by Debussy, Fauré, Milhaud, Duparc, Lalo 
and others. Free-will offerings will be gratefully accepted. If 
you can’t make this performance, we are also presenting it at 
Ascension on May 26 at 7:00 pm as a salon-style gathering. 

Sunday, June 4, at the 9:00 and 11:00 am services 
The St. Michael’s Singers and Takes the Fifth Choir join 
forces on the final Sunday of the choir year before summer 
break. Celebrate Pentecost through the energetic spiritual 
Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit, sung by the combined choirs.  

Wednesday, June 7, at 7:00 pm  
Before the much-deserved summer break begins, the St. 
Michael’s Singers will present a sung choral Evensong in col-

laboration with musicians from our own Misa community. 
Misa Criolla, by Ariel Ramírez, is based on the rhythms and 
traditions of Hispanic America and written for mixed chorus, 
soloists, percussion, guitar and piano. 

This Evensong will be Music Director Adam Steele’s last 
time working with the St. Michael’s Singers. He is leaving 
St. Michael’s to focus on his full-time position with Oregon 
Episcopal School. Please join us for the Evensong service, 
which will be a marvelous way to highlight the best of our 
music program, and for a reception afterwards to show our 
appreciation for our choir and for Adam’s time with us.

Saturday, June 10, at 3:00 pm  
One of my chamber groups, the Cascadia Chamber Ensemble 
(piano, violin, viola, cello), has been rehearsing at St. Michael’s 
every week in preparation for our spring concert. Our program 
includes a Beethoven piano trio with a “ghostly” second move-
ment, a very accessible and exciting Dvorák piano quartet, 
and an intriguing but rarely-performed quartet by the English 
composer Herbert Howells, perhaps better known for his 
sacred choral music. The suggested donation is $10-12. 

Saturday, June 10, at 7:30 pm & Sunday, June 11, at 4:30 pm 
ViVoce Women’s Chorus, an outreach of the Portland Revels is 
dedicated to “giving voice to diverse cultural experiences.” Their 
two performances at St. Michael’s will feature folk music from 
around the world, poetry and storytelling.

Sunday, June 18, at 5:00 pm 
Portland’s Interfaith Gospel Choir is singing its spring concert at 
St. Michael’s on June 18. Parishioners Trudy and Steve Sargent 
and Rob Downer are members of the choir. Come and hear 
modern and traditional gospel music led by two of Portland’s 
finest gospel musicians, LaRhonda Steele and John Gainer.

— Hannah Brewer, Organist

Creating a Vision for St. Michael’s

In January, the St. Michael’s Dream 
Weavers/Grupo Tejedor de Sueños de San 
Miguel were commissioned at the An-
nual Meeting to plan and implement a 
series of “holy conversations” designed 
to engage our hearts, our brains and our 
spirits.  

An important focus of our work is to engage all members 
of our community in answering the question: What is God’s 
wildest dream for St. Michael’s? A lively discussion of Anglican 
Identity and Temperament was held at the Forum and convivio 
on May 7, and more activities are currently happening or just 
around the bend! Read on for what’s upcoming.

Community-wide art project — If you haven’t done so already, 
pick up a flame (and instructions) at the church and share 
your idea of St. Michael’s wildest dream through images, 
artwork or words. Flame cutouts are due May 28 and will 
first be revealed on Pentecost (June 4).    

SOAR (Strengths, Opportunities, Aspirations, Results) Discus-
sion — A more traditional strategic planning exercise, this 
Forum will be led by Tim Sackett and Penny Hummel on 
May 21.  Father Beto will lead a similar discussion at the 
Misa on the same day. 

Favorite Hymns — This activity will engage us in exploring 
the music that reflects the reality of our lives and our purpose 
as a congregation. Organized by Lindsey Ramsey and Bob 
Spiers, this will occur at the May 28 Forum.

Mapping Our Lives — Where are your parents from? What 
place in the world is YOUR favorite place? Where did you 
first attend an Episcopal Church? Bruce Collins will be 
organizing this creative map project, which will launch in 
mid-June.  

Other activities will continue into the summer and fall. For 
more information, contact a member of the St. Michael’s 
Dream Weavers/Grupo Tejedor de Sueños de San Miguel:  
Gladys Alvarado, Bruce Collins, Chris Craun, Penny Hum-
mel, Fabian Ramirez, Lindsey Ramsey and Tim Sackett.  

—  Penny Hummel, Chair 
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IMIrJ Moves to St. Michael’s House

We are pleased to welcome St. Michael’s community partner 
IMIrJ (Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice), which has 
moved its office to St. Michael’s House. Rae Anne Lafrenz, 
IMIrJ’s Executive Director, and one other employee will be 
working in the front office of the house a couple of days a 
week. IMIrJ will continue to meet every second Tuesday in the 
Parish Hall. 

— Chris Craun, Rector

Monday Book Group’s Plans

The Monday Book Group will continue to meet throughout 
the summer on the second and fourth Mondays of the month 
at 1:00 pm in the Raphael Room. On May 22, we will watch 
a segment from the video series Living the Questions entitled 
Thinking Theologically. We have watched parts of this series 
previously and have found the 20-minute video portions pro-
vocative, interesting and sure to encourage a lively discussion.  

The various topics are presented by a group of over thirty 
eminent theologians, scholars and other experts, both lay 
people and clergy, who explore an inclusive, progressive, open 
and broadminded Christianity. We will watch some of the 
videos we have not already seen during the summer and may 
also do some other stand-alone activities such as bringing and 
sharing a favorite poem, essay or book. We will not read and 
discuss another book until fall since many folks are in and 
out of town during the summer. 

Be sure to check the Sunday bulletins to see what is happen-
ing on a given meeting day. If you have never come to Mon-
day Book Group and would like to be part of a small group 
of interesting, funny and friendly lovers of books, this would 
be a great time to check us out! Everyone is welcome.

— Jana Gregory

The Joyful News:
Children & Families Ministry 

May the Force be with You!
Music Makers and Family Worship on Saturday, May 
20, at 4:30 pm will celebrate the gifts of the Holy Spirit in 
anticipation of the Feast of Pentecost on June 4th. 

Combining “forces” for the month of May, the Young Adult 
Group and families with young children will enjoy a Star 
Wars-inspired potluck dinner at 5:30 pm. Jedi Knights and 
those still in training are all welcome to join the circle as we 
sing, dance, pray and give thanks for the light we all carry 
into the world in God’s name.

Pentecost is the third BIG 
DAY in our church year. 
The celebration of the day 
the Holy Spirit descended 
on the disciples and sent 
them out into the world to 
proclaim the Good News of 
Christ is also known as the 
birthday of the church. Here 
at St. Michael’s, we throw 
one heck of a birthday 
party! Here are some ways 
to get ready to come close to 
the Mystery of Pentecost:

•Wear red, orange or yellow on Sunday, June 4th – the color 
of the flames that danced on the heads of the disciples.

•Bring a sheet cake, any flavor but without frosting, to help 
create the world-famous St. Michael’s Pentecost Cake, which 
is built with whipped cream and strawberries. Yum!

•Design a Pentecost Flame with a vision for the future of St. 
Michael’s as we continue Jesus’ ministry in the world. Paper 
flames are available in the Gallery, and all generations of 
parishioners are encouraged to participate. 

Childcare gets a new look and a new loft! Stop by and see 
the beautiful new paint colors in our Childcare Room as 
we get ready to include a play loft for our busy toddlers and 
pre-school children. Many thanks go to the Vestry for their 
support of this project and to Bruce Collins for his excellent 
work painting the room in preparation for the instillation of 
the play loft this summer. 

Questions about baptism or any of St. Michael’s Children’s 
Ministries? Please contact Leslie Sackett, Associate for Minis-
try with Children & Families, leslies@stmaa.org 

— Leslie Sackett, Associate for Ministry with Children & 
Families

Summer Book  
Exchange

Love to read and love to share? 
The St. Michael’s Summer Book 
Exchange on Sunday, June 11, is 
just around the corner, and every-
one is welcome to join the fun! 
Bring the books in good condi-
tion that you are ready to share or donate, including books 
for kids and teens, to the Nativity Hall in time for the 10 
o’clock hour. The focus is on lighter (e.g., novels, mysteries, 
biographies) and spiritual reading — please, no textbooks, 
encyclopedias or out-of-date travel books. Start your summer 
right with a good book and let the enjoyment begin!

— Leslie Sackett 
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Outreach & Justice Ministries
Gay Pride Parade, Sunday, June 18

The Pride Parade is coming on June 18, and it’s fun to be a 
part of it! This year, Integrity is not participating, so we can 
choose others to walk with. Watch for more information in 
the bulletins and eblasts as the time nears. Or this may be the 
year you can pull up a lawn chair and watch the parade from 
start to finish. In any case, be sure to support Pride Northwest!

Refugee Sunday
There are currently more than 60 million refugees, internally 
displaced people and asylum-seekers worldwide — the largest 
number since World War II. The Episcopal Church, through 
Episcopal Migration Ministries, works every day to help 
refugees find safety, security, and hope in the United States. 
They need our help.

The United Nations General Assembly has established a day 
in June as World Refugee Day. On Sunday, June 25, the 
combined ministries of Outreach & Justice and Advocacy 
Action will serve a delicious lunch to the parish featuring 
dishes from some of the refugees’ countries. Please join us af-
ter the 11:00 am service for a splendid meal and learn a little 
more about this upheaval. Your financial donations will be 
gratefully accepted to further the work of Episcopal Migra-
tion Ministries. Watch the bulletins in June to learn more 
about how you can help.

— Susan Barnett & Lynn Baker, Co-conveners

Advocacy Action

The Advocacy Action group rounded up about a dozen 
members of the St. Michael’s community to participate in the 
People’s Climate March on April 29th. As part of the day’s 
nationwide climate march, an estimated 3,000 people joined 
Opal Environmental 
Justice Oregon to 
walk 2.5 miles from 
Dawson Park near 
Emmanuel Hospital 
in North Portland to 
Buckman Field Park 
near NE 12th and 
Glisan.

In our Second Sunday activity on Palm Sunday, we collected 
40 notes to send to our PUC Commissioners via the Sierra 
Club favoring clean energy and opposing the proposed new 
gas-fired power plants in Boardman, Oregon. 

In June, the group will team up with the Outreach and Jus-
tice team to host a fundraising lunch after the 11:00 service 
on June 25 in honor of World Refugee Day. Proceeds will 
benefit the Episcopal Migration Ministries.

With so much work to be done, you can expect to see us at 
our table in the Gallery on Second Sundays throughout the 
summer. Stop by and see how you can help make an impact. 
We always welcome new members to the team. Join us at our 
meetings, which happen at 7:00 pm on the 4th Wednesday of 
the month in the Parish Hall, or talk to me or Alice Hardesty 
if you’d like to know more about the Advocacy Action team. 

— Marili Reilly

Guadalupe Pilgrimage in 2017

There is still space available for the 2017 Guadalupe Experi-
ence, organized by The Revs. John & Alice Scannell, from 
October 25 through November 3. This trip is led by a com-
munity of Benedictine Sisters and includes an observance of 
El Día de los Muertos, or The Day of the Dead. There will be 
a guided visit to Mexico City and Cuernavaca, and partici-
pants will share in the worship life of the community. During 
this visit, we will experience the realities of the people’s lives  
through presentations and by visits to the people with whom 
the sisters work. We also share in the worship life of the com-
munity and their formation in liberation theology. It is not 
necessary to speak Spanish in order to fully participate.

The cost is $850 for 10 days, which includes all meals, trans-
portation in Mexico and lodging at the retreat center. Each 
person purchases their own air transportation to Mexico City.

Please contact John or Alice at 503/284-2618 or jsscannell@
gmail.com for more information. For more details on the 
pilgrimage, check www.westonpriory.org at “Latin American 
Experience.”

— The Rev. John S. Scannell
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Ongoing Ingatherings

The big plastic barrel has been residing in a corner of the 
Gallery for a year or two now. What gets dropped off into 
this collection barrel is delivered to either Hollywood East 
(HWE), which is the high-rise building across Broadway 
from St. Michael’s and houses mostly people who are mental-
ly or physically challenged and/or financially needy, or to the 
Northeast Emergency Food Program (NEFP), which whom 
we have been partnering for many years with our Trader Joe’s 
Food-Transfer Ministry.

The items that are delivered to HWE include those for eating 
and cooking, such as utensils and small electrical appliances 
in working condition (e.g., coffee-makers, skillets and toast-
ers), as well as nonperishable food items. Items which are 
taken to NEFP include clean adult, child and infant clothing 
and shoes in good condition. 

A couple of other centers which would gladly accept your 
donations of clothing and household goods include ARC of 
Multnomah County, a nonprofit serving individuals with 
disabilities, 6929 NE Halsey, and William Temple House, 
at 2230 NW Glisan St. The thrift store associated with this 
Episcopal partner provides funding for social services.

— Hjalmer Lofstrom

Rapid Response call to action

In February, in response to an incident at a local Catholic 
church where Spanish-speaking members were harassed by 
protesters as they arrived at the church, Rector Chris Craun 
called on us to become part of a “rapid response” at St. 
Michael’s that would show up and surround members of our 
community with love and prayer should they feel that their 
safety or rights as immigrants were threatened. And respond 
we did! Over 100 members asked to be included in the Rapid 
Response group overseen by the Immigrant Welcoming Con-
gregation (IWC) leadership team.

So what has happened to date?  The Rapid Response Group 
(RRers) has been contacted three times when incidents have 
put an immigrant at risk for detention or deportation. Each 
time RRers have answered the call to action, twice within 
less than 24 hours. They have “showed up” to provide witness 
and support, and in each case the immediate threat has been 
successfully resolved. Here is a synopsis of each case:

• A newly arrived immigrant woman seeking asylum was 
requested to show up at the Immigrant & Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) facility in Portland for an unplanned 
appointment. Fearful of being detained, she contacted 
IMIrJ, which organized the presence of supporters at ICE 
in which members of our RRers participated. The pres-
ence of a large group of supporters, the two IMIrJ mem-
bers accompanying her to the appointment and the press 
were duly noted by ICE. She was released an hour later.  

• A 25-year-old  DACA recipient, who attends an Episco-
pal church in Portland, was arrested at his home early on 
a Sunday morning and immediately transferred to the 
NW Detention Center in Tacoma, WA. His only offense 
was a DUI, but he was near completion of a diversion 
program that would have cleared his record. The next 
day RRers from St. Michael’s and other groups jammed 
the ICE phone lines and rallied in front of the Portland 
ICE detention center, bringing national attention to his 
case. As a result, he was released on bond and allowed to 
return to his family in Portland. 

• A young man from El Salvador, whose mother is a long-
time member of St. Michael’s Latino community, was 
facing a court hearing for asylum. He fled to the U.S. to 
stay with his mother because of death threats from gang 
members. He sought legal help after being detained and 
released by ICE last year. His mother asked if St. Michael’s 
members would come to court to support the two of them 
as the hearing would determine their future. Less than 
24-hours later, RRers showed up early the next morning to 
bear witness in the court room. His attorney thanked us, 
saying our presence had a positive impact. Just a week ago, 
he learned that he won his case for asylum in the U.S.  

Indeed, a rapid response surrounds members of our commu-
nity with a “protective shield of God’s light and love” (Chris’ 
words). Yes, our solidarity with immigrants makes a difference!

— Bev Hoeffer on behalf of the IWC team

Meet the Director of VAMOS!

On Sunday, June 4, John and Alice Scannell, in conjunc-
tion with our Outreach & Justice ministry, will be hosting a 
potluck at St. Michael’s for Sean Dougherty, the Executive 
Director of VAMOS. The event is from 5:30-7:30 pm in the 
Parish Hall. All are welcome!

VAMOS! (Vermont Associates for Mexican Opportunity 
and Support) is an amazing program which provides meals, 
classes, medical, dental and psychological services to the 
poorest of the poor in Cuernavaca, Mexico. St. Michael’s has 
supported this program through individual and Millennium 
Developmental Goal (MDG) funds .  

Sean would like to meet the St. Michael’s community to give 
an overview and update of the program’s work and to thank 
all those who have supported it. Many will be familiar with 
the VAMOS project through the annual pilgrimages to Cuer-
navaca led by the Scannells; but we want everyone to take the 
opportunity to hear about the work being done.

Please bring a side dish, salad or dessert to share and join us 
for a very special evening. Contact Karen Oglesby at kaogles-
by@comcast.net to RSVP or if you have questions. 

— Karen Oglesby
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Office Hours 
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Please check the bulletin, eblast, www. 
stmaa.org & displays in the Gallery for 
more information about upcoming events.

Calendar Highlights

May 20 Music Makers & Family Worship

May 21 Dream Weavers Forum — SOAR

 IWC/Latino Leadership Workshop

May 27 Vocal/piano recital

May 28 Dream Weavers Forum — Hymns

June 4 The Feast of Pentecost

 VAMOS speaker & potluck

June 7 Evensong

June 10 Cascadia Chamber Ensemble

 Ordinations of Maria McDowell & 
Brendan Barnicle 

June 11 Summer Book Exchange

June 12 Taizé Prayer Service 

We Want YOU at Church Camp! 

Come join the fun on July 28-30 at Twin Rocks Friends 
Camp in Rockaway Beach on the beautiful Oregon coast. 
Our clergy are so excited about going to camp with everyone 
that they created a commercial – click here to check it out, or 
go to https://vimeo.com/215933946.

The cost includes meals, lodging and plenty of activities for 
all ages. There are accommodations of all kinds – spaces for 
tents, shared cabins, individual rooms and spaces for RVs. 
We’ll eat together in a dining hall and have loads of activities 
to choose from, plus time for folks to do things on their own. 

For more details about lodging options, costs, and the loca-
tion, please check www.stmaa.org and look for the links 
within the St. Michael’s Church Camp! post. You can also 
pick up a brochure and map on the Welcome Table in the 
Gallery. Deposits need to be made by July 1, with the full 
cost paid by July 22. Scholarships are available; cost should 
not be a barrier to your joining in the fun!

 — Holly Denniston


