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        Mailed April 7, 2017

Dear Faithful Parishioners,

At our Annual Meeting this year, we commissioned a team of individuals that would fa-
cilitate a process to discern who we are as a congregation at this moment in our history and 
how we might be called to partner with God in the world. Each team member is committed 
to being open to what God is calling St. Michael’s to be — to put time, energy, work, and 
prayer into our efforts, understand our strengths and weaknesses as a community, value open 
deliberation, be willing to learn new things and look at the big picture, take responsibility 
to keep our community engaged and informed, and be willing to change ourselves or our 
church to make room for God’s wildest dreams for us. The team met at the beginning of 
March to start to lay out a path for us to walk together over the next year, and we are very 
excited that our holy conversations will begin in May. 

While our team made particular commitments to this process, my hope is that our congre-
gation would make similar commitments. Each of you will be invited and encouraged to 
participate at each step along the way. In May, we will be hosting a series of Forums to open 
up our journey together by talking about how St. Michael’s uniquely expresses our Episcopal 
identity and temperament. We will lead discussions about our strengths, opportunities and 
hopes. We will ask what might our favorite hymns say about who we are as a community of 
faith. There will be art projects, small-group conversations, scripture reflections, neighbor-
hood assessments and lots and lots of prayer. 

There is no denying that our congregation is changing. Our Associate for Children and 
Families Ministry, Leslie Sackett, has approached me about the need to construct more space 
for our babies and toddlers. Our 1:00 service consistently welcomes over 100 people. Parents 
who raised their children at St. Michael’s and are now adults are discerning what they seek 
in a faith community at this new place in their lives. We are not seeking to change because 
we are broken, but rather we are seeking to understand how we might more wildly see God 
at work. And my hope is that we are willing to bend toward the light that God sets before us 
along the way. 

Faithfully, 

Christopher Craun, Rector
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Your Prayers are asked . . . 

 + for healing and comfort for 
Ray Baker, Carol Beeston, 
Armando Cruz, Glenn Eaton, 
Maureen Flynn, Carol Loe and 
Larry Street.  

 + for the repose of the soul of Doug 
Erickson, who died on February 26, and for his 
daughter Liz Nelson.

 + for the repose of the soul of Alex Sergienko, who died 
on March 5, and for his son and daughter-in-law Peter 
Sergienko and Ann Hargraves.

 + for the repose of the soul of Mary Jane Hargraves, 
who died on March 9, and for her sister and brother-
in-law Ann Hargraves and Peter Sergienko.

 + for the repose of Larry Tuomi, who died on April 3, 
and for his son and daughter-in-law Scott and Leslie 
Tuomi.

 + for the repose of the soul of St. Michael’s parishioner 
Kathy Bang, who died on April 4, and for her 
husband Terry Beck and all of her family.

 + in thanksgiving for Eliana Fay Sabine Gaskins, 
who was born on February 24, and for her parents 
Ben & Sarah Gaskins.

 + in thanksgiving for the many ministries and the 
friendship of Pat Klum and Letty Phillips, who 
moved to Virginia at the end of March. 

Associate Rector

We’ve just finished our eight-week Forum series, Back to 
Basics: Practicing Faith in a Polarized World. We’re thankful 
to everyone who took the time to complete feedback assess-
ments for this course. We had an incredible turnout for both 
the Forum series and for the formal written feedback which 
we received, and we’ll use both of these things to plan pro-
gramming in the future. 

This series is one of the most popular ones we’ve done at St. 
Michael’s, and the feedback we’ve received points to some 
reasons for why that might be. Many folks commented that 
they appreciated being able to go in-depth on the topics cov-
ered. Others said that even though the topics were simple in 
nature, they appreciated the opportunity to revisit some core, 
basic themes of our faith about which they had essentially 
forgotten. This feedback gets right to the heart of our inten-
tions in offering this course. There are many elements of our 
shared faith which we get used to over time, and sometimes 
that habituation means that they start to lose their meaning 
for us. Having the opportunity to dive deep on some familiar 
topics can bring fresh meaning to something familiar and 
can make it relevant for the life we’re living today.

These Forums were more content-heavy than our usual 
Sunday morning offerings. This runs into the natural chal-
lenge of timing between the 9:00 and 11:00 services, with 
usually only about a solid half hour. We tried to fit a lot into 
each session, but the variety of material was received well. 
95% of respondents said they preferred the lecture format 
over some of the more process-driven small-group work we’ve 
done in past Forums. Because of the time constraints, many 
people wished we had more time for questions. One way of 
responding to this feedback is to structure talks much like 
TED talks, which use a 20-minute format to dive deeply and 
quickly into a specific subject. In our context, this would 
leave just enough time for some talk-back at the end, about 
10 minutes. The Easter and summer seasons may give us 
a few opportunities for more of these, with another longer 
series coming in the fall.

 Our big hope in offering this series was to remind ourselves 
of what we believe about the key tenants of our faith during 
a time when many diverse voices claim that vocabulary in 
ways that can, at times, be alienating. This series gave us a 
chance to remember what those words mean to us and how 
we can use them to enter into conversation with others who 
differ from us. I am especially indebted to our intern Maria 
McDowell for her contribution to these Forums. Maria’s 
passion and depth of knowledge have been inspiring to me 
and will continue to shape the programming we offer at St. 
Michael’s. If you have any interest in being a part of how this 
program takes shape in the future, let me know!

— The Rev. James Joiner

Workshop on Aging  
in the 21st Century 

I read recently that aging is a family affair. I hadn’t thought 
of it in that way, but as my sister and I help my father navi-
gate the final stages of his life, I realize that is exactly what 
has been happening for the past several years. We have had 
help from our spouses as well as countless numbers of gifted 
and compassionate healthcare professionals and caregivers. 
But ultimately, it is indeed a “family affair.” 

This process is playing itself out across our society and cer-
tainly here at St. Michael’s. To offer the benefit of our experi-
ences to one another, we thought it a good time to schedule 
a series of workshops that will give us the opportunity to 
share resources, support, some practical advice and spiritual 
guidance for this important part of our family life. The Rev. 
Caroline Litzenberger and I will be putting together two 
workshops for the latter half of 2017 aimed at offering some 
spiritual and practical guidance for those who need support 
in this area. Look for the dates to be announced shortly.

— The. Rev. Dcn. Bonnie Stewart
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Treasurer’s Note

Hello, Friends! I’m happy to be serving the St. Michael’s 
community as the new treasurer for the vestry. I’d like to 
thank Rick Parker for his service in this role during the previ-
ous three years.

We began 2017 with our highest-ever amount of pledges re-
ceived, but we’re off to a bit of a slow start in terms of receiv-
ing pledge income. We were $10,000 under budget through 
the first two months of the year. It’s not out of the ordinary 
to start a new year slowly, but I’d like to request that you stay 
current with your 2017 pledge if you’re able. Thank you! The 
snowy weather and cancelled services in January didn’t do us 
any favors, but I’m confident we can get caught up during the 
spring.

Overall, expenses were about $1,500 under budget through 
February. To break that number down for you, personnel 
expenses were $7,400 under budget (mostly due to the new 
Associate Rector for Latino Ministries not starting until 
March); property expenses were $4,400 over budget (there 
was a $1,000 boiler repair plus increased utility costs due to 
the cold weather); and administrative expenses were $1,500 
over budget (primarily due to some needed software and 
computer upgrades/repairs). 

If you have any questions or concerns, please email me at 
swart.jeffrey@gmail.com. Thank you!

— Jeff Swart

Spring Music Events

The St. Michael’s Singers are preparing for a music-filled 
Holy Week with anthems by Orlando Gibbons (Hosanna to 
the Son of David), Maurice Duruflé (Ubi caritas), Thomas 
Tallis (If Ye Love Me) and Charles Villiers Stanford (the 
Anglican classic Ye choirs of new Jerusalem), among others. 
The choir is also excited to premiere a beautiful new a cap-
pella piece by favorite local composer David Nelson Miller at 
the 9:00 am service on Palm Sunday (April 9) called I Go to 
Prepare a Place for You, with text from John 14.

Here’s some information about other upcoming music events 
this spring at St. Michael’s:

Saturday, May 27, at 3:00 pm
Chansons sur le printemps - a recital of French music for voice 
and piano featuring soprano Emma Riggle and pianist Han-
nah Brewer. French songs of springtime and love will be pre-
sented, including solo piano works by Debussy (Jardins sous 
la pluie) and 4-hand piano duets by Lalo and Saint-Saëns.

Wednesday, June 7, at  
7:00 pm
Sung Choral Evensong led 
by the St. Michael’s Singers, 
featuring Misa Criolla by Ariel 
Ramírez, based on the rhythms 
and traditions of Hispanic 
America and written for mixed 
chorus, soloists, percussion, 
guitar and piano. It will be the 
choir’s final exclamation point 
of the season before taking a break for the summer.

Saturday, June 10, at 3:00 pm
The Cascadia Chamber Ensemble (piano quartet/trio with 
pianist Hannah Brewer) returns for another concert of 
wonderful chamber music. The program includes Beethoven’s 
“Ghost” Piano Trio in D Major, Op. 70, No. 1; Herbert How-
ells’ Piano Quartet in A minor, Op. 21; and Dvorák’s Piano 
Quartet in E-flat Major, Op. 87.

— Hannah Brewer, Organist

Cleanup Thank-Yous

On Saturday, April 1, the following tasks were accomplished 
in record time by an amazing group of eager, enthusiastic 
and very competent volunteers: cleaning the Gallery, kitchen 
and Parish Hall; washing some of the St. Michael’s House 
basement and other exterior windows; washing the Gallery 
and Nativity Hall baseboards and other woodwork; cleaning 
the kitchen cupboard exteriors and drawers; washing folding 
chairs; and high-dusting the Gallery and Nativity Hall. 

Outside the church buildings, volunteers mowed the grass, 
picked up trash, pulled dandelions and other weeds, trimmed 
ivy, raked the beds, swept the parking area in back, tended 
the parking-lot garden and reset squirrel-disturbed plants.  

We thank the following folks for 
their contributions to the church 
cleanup: Edith Arriaga-Flores, Carl 
Braginsky, Kathy Buhl, Gillian 
Butler, Kevin Cole, Bruce Collins, 
Steve Flagg, Jack & Sue Harper, 
Gretchen Metzler, Mitch Oglesby, 
Dave Reilly, Jim Robbins, Meg 
Ruby, Mick Seidl, Lucy, Nina and 
Tim Shields, Jennie Street, Marga-
ret Thiele, Diane Walker and Diana 
Wolford. 
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Highlighted Ministry

This section in the Messenger is meant to bring awareness to 
the St. Michael’s community of some of the many ministries 
that happen here with little fanfare.

The Welcome Team

Q. What is the Welcome Team? What is its guiding vision?

The Welcome Team is a group of parishioners who want to 
offer hospitality to newcomers and visitors, and assist new-
comers in becoming fully involved in the parish. The Vision 
of the Team is “to examine and implement creative and holis-
tic ways to gather people seeking to continue Jesus’ ministry 
in the world.” This Vision is based on the “Gather” portion of 
the Gather-Transform-Send model introduced by the Col-
lege for Congregational Development (CCD) of the Diocese 
of Olympia. “Gather” may be divided into four functions, 
each of which leads into the next: Invite ] Greet ] Orient 
] Incorporate. (See below for further explanation of each of 
these functions.) 

Q. What does each of these four functions include?

Inviting is defined as all the things that occur before a 
person enters the church for the first time. It refers to actions 
that draw attention to St Michael’s, such as our website and 
Facebook page, both of which must be kept up-to-date to be 
effective. It also includes updating our brochures, maintain-
ing our buildings as a welcoming physical presence in the 
neighborhood, and ensuring that signage concerning the 
time of our worship services and parking options is clear, 
welcoming and up-to-date.

Greeting is recognizing, welcoming, and extending appropri-
ate hospitality to those who are our guests. It also involves 
such disparate actions as offering guidance regarding worship 
norms, sharing the many positive options available for chil-
dren, and providing a graciously hospitable coffee hour.

Orienting is helping people find the things, places, and 
resources they need, negotiate the vagaries of our various 
ministries, and gain some awareness of our particular parish 
culture (since every parish is different). It also includes having 
conversations with visitors, contacting newcomers to follow 
up after they attend a service, facilitating connections with 
clergy, hosting newcomer gatherings, such as brunches, and 
offering introductory classes about the Episcopal Church and 
St Michael’s.

Incorporating is the process that helps newer members con-
nect with other parishioners and with the parish as a whole, 

by encouraging them to join parish groups that match their 
interests or participate in the Catechumenate, and by inviting 
them to make a financial pledge to the congregation.

Q. What are the responsibilities of Welcome Team  
members?

Team members bring a variety of gifts to this ministry, and 
their responsibilities are grounded in their gifts. Some work 
behind the scenes to keep our website and Facebook page 
updated or to design and develop our parish brochures; some 
take on the various tasks connected with signage for the par-
ish; others are actively engaged in offering hospitality to guests 
on Sunday mornings; still others follow up with newcomers 
to solicit information that can help create satisfying connec-
tions between people and ministries. Most members are also 
involved in some way in hosting newcomer gatherings.

Q. What are the biggest challenges of this ministry?

We are always seeking more organic and graceful ways to 
move newcomers from their initial visit to St Michael’s to 
deep involvement in parish ministries that facilitate further 
faith formation and the development of durable relationships 
within the parish.

— Caroline Litzenberger

Monday Book Group

In April, the Monday Book Group 
will read Azar Nafisi’s unforgetta-
ble memoir, Reading Lolita in Teh-
ran. In 1995, before she left Iran, 
Nafisi invited seven of her best 
women students to meet secretly 
in her home to read and discuss 
prohibited Western classics. These 
weekly meetings continued for two 
years in a time of repression, raids 
by morality squads, the seizing of 
universities by fundamentalists and 
the stifling of artistic expression. As 

the women read these books, they began to speak their minds 
freely and to share their lives, dreams and disappointments 
with one another. Amazon Book Review wrote, “Reading 
Lolita in Tehran is a work of great passion and poetic beauty, 
a remarkable exploration of resilience in the face of tyranny, 
and a celebration of the liberating power of literature.”

Multnomah and Washington County Libraries have pro-
vided us with group sets of books. Contact Jana Gregory at 
971/235-3456 to get a copy. We will talk about the sections 
on Lolita and The Great Gatsby on April 10 and discuss 
the sections of work by Jane Austen and Henry James on 
April 24. All are welcome at 1:00 pm in the Raphael Room.

— Jana Gregory
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The Joyful News:  
Children & Families Ministry

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  
His cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring.  
His love in death shall never die. 

(Hymn 182)

Holy Week and Easter is a family affair. There are many 
offerings for worship and fellowship during Holy Week and 
Easter and Childcare will be provided for all the major servic-
es. Children, youth and families are welcomed and encour-
aged to participate fully in all aspects of the life and worship 
of our faith community! 

An Update on Kids Connection

Kids Connection is a new ministry for students in the Godly 
Play 2 classroom (grades 2 - 5). Leslie Sackett, James Joiner 
and eight St. Michael’s kids met for the first time on Satur-
day, March 4th. It was a great morning! Kids Connection is 
designed to enrich Christian Formation, to help foster friend-
ships and to have fun! Future gatherings will include trips to 
OMSI, the NE Emergency Food Program and opportuni-
ties to learn more about Episcopal liturgy and the Acolyte 
Ministry. 

Upcoming events for families with young children  
this spring:

Sunday, April 2:  Godly Play classes conclude the series The 
Faces of Easter, 10:10 am

Palm Sunday, April 9:  Children’s Liturgy of the Word at 
9:00 & 11:00 (No Godly Play today)

Maundy Thursday, April 13:  Family Service with Godly 
Play story & foot-washing, 5:00 pm

All-Parish Agapé Dinner at 6:00 pm; Liturgy in church at 
7:00 pm (childcare provided)

Good Friday, April 14:  Bilingual Liturgy at 7:00 pm (child-
care provided)

Easter Vigil, April 15:  Liturgy at 8:00 pm (childcare pro-
vided); Fondue Party after the service!

Easter Sunday, April 16:  Childcare provided all morning.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word at 9:00 & 11:00 am 
 (No Godly Play today)

Sunday, April 23:  Music Makers class for children, 10:10 
am, lower level in front of the big mural – runs concurrently 
with the Cake Auction in the Nativity Hall (No Godly Play 
today)

Sunday, April 30:  Bishop Michael Hanley visits St. Michael’s! 
Special project for children at 10:10 am: Exploring crosses 
from around the world (No Godly Play today)

Sunday, May 7:  Godly Play Classes 10:10 – 10:55 am

Sunday May 14 (Mother’s Day):  Godly Play Classes 10:10 
– 10: 55 am

Saturday, May 20:  Music Makers & Family Worship, 4:30 
pm: May the Force Be with You, a Pentecost celebration 
with a Star Wars-inspired potluck dinner

Leslie Sackett, Associate for Ministry with Children & Families

Notes from the Book Cart

Thank you to all of you who are us-
ers, donors and friends of the Book 
Cart and Library. My vision for the 
library is a quiet place of browsing, 
thinking, one-on-one conversations 
and intimate meetings. It is open 
every Sunday from 10:00 am to 
2:00 pm. Please remember that the 
Book Lady is in a wheelchair and 
needs space to reach the shelves. It 
can be opened at other times dur-
ing the week by checking with the 
church office staff.

This month, I have been soaking in Jan Karon’s Mitford 
series. These books are a rest from the violence and hectic 
pace of today’s world. They are fantasies of a simpler and 
more loving world, complete with a cast of lovably odd 
characters going about their daily lives in a small town. Fr. 
Tim, the priest of a tiny Episcopal church, graces the stories 
with his kindness and struggles to live in the Word of God. 
In the first book, he is a 60-year-old bachelor; but even then, 
we know that this may change with the arrival of his new 
neighbor, not to mention a young boy and a scruffy dog. We 
have many of the books in this series as well as other wonder-
ful choices on many topics.

— Love and peace, Lucretia Gardner, the Book Lady
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Outreach & Justice Ministries
Bread For the World Postcards

Thanks to many wonderful parishioners, our legislators are 
going to receive over a hundred postcards from us asking that 
they not allow budget cuts to any foreign assistance programs 
or domestic social safety-net programs. With other churches 
and organizations using Bread for the World’s timeline, they 
will send a clear message, which is critical at this time of fed-
eral budget negotiations — the message that we are watching 
and we care for the least of our brethren, as Jesus did, and we 
expect no less from those elected to serve us.

Sock Hop

Being outside in this weather can be miserable, and there’s 
nothing worse than cold, wet feet.  We can help! Look for the 
basket in the Gallery during Lent and be generous with socks 
or white t-shirts, so that folks being released from hospitals, 
shelters and other agencies can start out dry and warm. 

All are invited to the Outreach & Justice meetings, which are 
held on the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm at the 
church.

— Susan Barnett, Lynn Baker, Co-conveners

Advocacy Action

Continuing to work toward our goal of contributing to social 
justice,the Advocacy Action team hosted a workshop in Feb-
ruary entitled Live in Love, Resist Hate: Discerning our Response 
to the Election.

Fifty participants spent the early part of the Saturday morn-
ing workshop identifying the areas that were of most concern, 
then broke out into discussion groups to consider how to 
move forward. Topics included Homelessness, Racism, Environ-
mental Justice/Climate Change, Connecting Across Barriers and 
Serving Christ in Everyone. Each group shared their contact 
information, and at least two groups have initiated continued 
discussions. Rounding out the morning’s workshop, the team 
shared tips on how to stay resilient and avoid burnout in these 
challenging times.

Our team has also continued to make it easier for our voices be 
heard by our elected officials. Parishioners visiting our Second 
Sunday Table in March signed postcards to their state senators 
and representatives in favor of The Mosier Act, which holds rail-
roads accountable for spills of the hazardous cargo they carry. 
We also encouraged their support of three House and Senate 
bills that will reduce greenhouse-gas emissions in Oregon.

We always welcome additional input and participation on our 
team. The Advocacy Action Team meets at 7:00 pm on the 
fourth Wednesday of the month in the Parish Hall. For more 
information, contact Alice Hardesty (ahardesty88@comcast.
net) or Marili Reilly (cascademarili@gmail.com).

Advocacy Action’s 2nd Sunday Table on apr.9
Can we keep Oregon running on 100% clean power? The 
Advocacy Action team believes this would be a noble goal, 
but first we need to keep Portland General Electric from 
building two new power plants in Boardman that would be 
powered by fracked gas. Stop by our table in the Gallery on 
Sunday, April 9, and sign a petition to Oregon’s PUC Com-
missioners and the PGE CEO asking them to put a stop to 
the proposed plants. 

— Marili Reilly

Exhibit Continues Through April

Artist and St. Michael’s 
parishioner Annette Sa-
bater, whose child began 
medical treatment to tran-
sition from an adolescent 
boy into a young woman 
at age sixteen, is showing 
her collection about this 
journey during a month-
long exhibit entitled An 
Iris Stands Tall: A Mother’s 
Journey, a Daughter’s 
Transition.  

There are Tuesday events planned during the month, includ-
ing a chance to hear from a panel of transgender folks as their 
share about their journeys on April 11 and to learn about 
queer and trans interpretations of Christian scripture with 
James Joiner on April 18. Associate Rabbi Rachel Joseph from 
Congregation Beth Israel will also be present on the 18th to 
speak on B’tzelem Elohim, or In God’s Image. These events 
run from 6:00 to 8:30 pm at the Cerimon House, 5131 NE 
23rd Avenue in Portland.

Check www.cerimonhouse.org for more information about 
these events or check the flyer in the Gallery.

Addictive Behaviors Presentation

All are welcome for a free presentation sponsored by The 
Oregon Episcopal Diocesan Recovery Commission on Sat-
urday, May 13, from 8:45 am (registration) to 12:00 pm at 
St. Barnabas Episcopal Church in SW Portland. Questions 
to be addressed by the keynote speaker and in small groups 
include: 

•	 What are addictive behaviors? 

•	 Can the addict change? What does brain science say?

•	 What can I do as a parent or family member?

Contact monicacareer@aol.com for more information.



7

Creative Corner

When possible, we would like 
to share the work of some of St. 
Michael’s poets and writers in this 
newsletter. Here’s our first submis-
sion. 

Blog post by Nancy Thur-
ston, February 21, 2017

Fall fearlessly into love.* That may 
sound like a very weak way to 
stand steady in our world today, but it is the only way that 
makes sense to me.

Our divisions are too deep and old for lashing out with 
hatred and disrespect. Something much bolder, more impos-
sible, is required. For me, response starts with a roar from my 
heart as I seek to fall fearlessly into love.

For decades I’ve been waking up to the hidden and not so 
hidden destruction that lies within the heart of our beautiful 
nation. Too much of our unacknowledged history is in direct 
opposition to our nation’s bold assertion of freedom and 
justice for all:

…We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men [sic] 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
(Declaration of Independence)

…in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, 
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common de-
fense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings 
of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity…

  (Constitution of the United States)

A great vision pulses through the founding documents of our 
nation. Unable to embody that vision, our legacy has includ-
ed dangerous irregularities within the heart of our nation. 
We need to become, in Rev. William Barber words, “moral 
defibrillators of our time” and restart our nation’s heart back 
to the just and steady rhythm of her founding values.

Reflecting in Loving Your Enemies, Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. wrote “… within the best of us, there is some evil, and 
within the worst of us, there is some good …  And when you 
come to the point that you look in the face of every [person] 
and see deep down within them what religion calls ‘the im-
age of God,’ you begin to love [them] in spite of.  … When 
you rise to the level of love, of its great beauty and power, you 
seek only to defeat evil systems.”

Fierce Love holds the possibility of systemic and individual 
transformation. Hatred, on the other hand, holds the seeds of 
destruction.

Fall fearlessly into love. That is the only way I know powerful 
enough to ensure that I land solidly on my feet, heart open 
and mind clear. From there I seek the courage to take seri-
ously my partnership with Spirit, my global family and my 
nation and work for justice, general welfare and liberty for all.

Even when my knees shake or my heart wobbles.

*inspired by a story of Cynthia Bourgeault’s, found in “The 
Wisdom Way of Knowing,” pp. 70-71

2nd Saturday Lunch Wants YOU!

Those of us involved with 2nd Sat-
urday Lunch would like to invite 
each of you, including those 
involved in youth and young 
adult ministries, to join us on the 
second Saturday of each month. 
We know that you’re busy and 
overloaded with requests for help, 
but this one is an easy “Yes!” We’re 
asking for one to two hours of 
your time on a quarterly basis. 

You’ll come in, work hard for an hour, have a tasty lunch 
along with some laughs, and leave with a sense of accomplish-
ment and success under your belt. It’s just that simple.

Some of the volunteer duties include making a cake, assembling 
fruit plates and creating a vegetable salad on Saturday morn-

ing. If you’re interested in planning, prep or cooking, the entree 
is typically put together on Friday night. You can also help in 
the dining room (Parish Hall) for the lunch. Those shifts are 
setup from 9:00 to 10:30 am, greeting and serving from 11:00 
am to 12:30 pm, and cleanup from 12:30 to 1:30 pm.

On April 22 at 12:00 pm, we’ll be having a potluck lunch 
meeting at the church. James Joiner will join us, giving us the 
opportunity to chat and brainstorm about what our ministry 
might look like in the future. We hope as many of you as pos-
sible can join us for this, especially if you have any friends in 
mind who might be interested in helping us out in the future!

For more information about helping with 2nd Saturday 
Lunch, please contact Paul Irvin at pirvinjr@gmail.com. 

— Paul Irvin
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Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

..

Holy Week & Easter Schedule
April 9 Palm/Passion Sunday 

Eucharist and Palm Blessing in English at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am; Passion Narrative at the 9:00 
service; Palm Sunday readings at the 11:00 am. Both services begin in the Nativity Hall.

April 13 Maundy Thursday 
Family Service with foot-washing at 5:00 pm followed by Agapé Supper at 6:00 pm and Liturgy of the 
Last Supper with optional foot-washing at 7:00 pm. Childcare available.

April 14  Good Friday 
Church and labyrinth open for prayer and meditation from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, and from 6:00 to 7:00 pm; 
Stations of the Cross service at 12:00 noon; Bilingual Stations of the Cross at 6:30 pm; Bilingual Good 
Friday liturgy at 7:00 pm. Childcare available.

April 15 Holy Saturday 
A brief service at 9:00 am; Sacrament of Reconciliation available from 9:30 am to 12:00 noon and other times 
by appointment

 The Great Vigil of Easter 
Eucharist at 8:00 pm with St. Michael’s Singers, followed by fondue supper in the Parish Hall; childcare available

April 16 Easter Day 
Festive Eucharists at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am; St. Michael’s Singers and Portland Brass Quintet and receptions 
following the 9:00 and 11:00 am services; Santa Eucaristía en español a la una

 Please check upcoming bulletins, eblasts and the back of your Easter letter for more details. 


